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Joseph: Hello, my name is Joseph Rizzo Naudi. I'm a blind
writer and I'm here with David Johnson, one of the artists
exhibiting at the Beyond the Visual exhibition. Thank you so
much for joining me, David.

David: Hi there, Joseph. Thank you for having me.

Joseph: So we're going to give people listening a sense of
your artwork, the artwork that you're exhibiting at the exhibition.
And I'm wondering what people will find when they enter the
gallery space and come across your work.

David: There's a piece called Nuggets of Embodiment, and it
consists of a display of biscuits. They're made out of plaster,
very high-grade plaster, very faithful renditions of ordinary
biscuits that are very common in our culture in the UK. These
biscuits will be presented on a shelf and in a tin, but the tin will
be surrounded by a kind of overflow of these biscuits scattered
in a slightly sort of random style around the tin. Visitors will be
encouraged to feel the biscuits, hold them, pick them up, and
place them back again onto the display. We're going to have
them on a shelf, a fairly large, wall-mounted shelf, because we
quite like the idea of a sort of domestic scale for this piece, so
that people can relate to it on that sort of everyday level. Yeah,
because the piece sort of celebrates, | suppose, in a way, the
ordinariness of offering someone a biscuit as a gesture of



friendship and hospitality and comfort, nourishment, all these
things.

Joseph: Thanks very much, David, for those introductions to
your works. Could you give us a sense of your practice and
how these artworks fit into it?

David: | am a blind artist, | think is perhaps the most important
thing to say in this context. These pieces are the most
important things that | am presenting at the show. When | think
about them, when | encounter them myself, just by holding a
biscuit, | can sort of see a biscuit as well. So for me, and |
believe lots of other people, when they hold a biscuit, they will
also see a biscuit. If they're sighted, perhaps they might want to
try closing their eyes and concentrating on that mental
experience. This, | think, demonstrates the inherent
connectivity between the sensory faculties that we, | think,
awkwardly and artificially sort of separate them out as being,
you know, the five faculties, sensory faculties. But | think
they're all kind of one, really. And all of them are within each
other. They're all connected at a very fundamental level. | like
to think that my artwork, perhaps demonstrates that
connectivity, and help people to make those sensory
connections, which can get lost in our visually biased
contemporary lives.

Joseph: David Johnson, thank you so much for taking us
through your artworks and a little bit into your practice.

[Music]
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